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II. Amendment to the Claims ; 

1 . (Pf <::vdously Amended) A ctedit coxd processing system for allowing a cardholder to 
automtidcally charge fees to a dub, merchant or service provider, comprising: 

a credit card capable of charging point of sale transacoons to be posted on a 
cardholder's account; 

said credit card having encoded information thereon that associates the cardholder 
with a ^flurality of clubs, merchants or service providers for which automated charges 
transa<^tion requests are initiated by the card provider without requiring the cardholder or the 
pluralifj' of clubs, merchants or service providers to submit payment authorization or payment 
tcquesi:;] to the card provider, for each automated charge; 

a card issuer database for storing information that identifies the plurality of clubs, 
merchants, or service providers associated with the cardholder, and that further provides 
payment information for each associated club, merchant, or service provider; 

a card processor for performing the automated charge transaction requests which are 
for paviaents due by the cardholder to the clubs, merchants, or service providers in 
considi^ration for services or goods; 

the card processor accessing the association information and the payment information 
in the i::;ird issuer dftt&baso in ordor to perform the automated chaxgc transactions; 

the card processor performing the automated charge transaction requests to result in 
funds hdxig charged to the cardholder's credit account and funds being credited to an account 
of a thi4 d party comprising one or more accounts of the clubs, merchants, and service 
providiits; 



2 

PAGE 4/17 ' RCVD AT 12/21/2004 4:44:1 1 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 ' DNIS:7469602 ' CSID:2027782201 ' DURATION (nim-ss]:04-02 



OEC-21-04 16:47 Froni:HUNTON i WILLIAMS 



2027782201 



T-523 P. 05/17 Job-712 



Attorney Docket No. 47004.000040 
the card issuer database further storing information of at least one partner that is 

affiliatml with the phirality of clubs, mcrchanta, or service providers; 

wherein said credit card is affiliated with a predetermined credit network and issuer, 

and is accepted for purchases anywhere the predetermined credit network is accepted for 

purchiises. 

2» (Cuttendy Amended) The credit card processing system of rjqirn 1, wherein said encoded 
infonri^.cion is of an account nxunber that u correlated by « the credit card processing system 
to said ] Plurality. 

3. (PreWously Amended) The credit card processing system of claim 2, whetein said 
cardholdor^s account is automaticaUy updated to reflect said automated charges by said credit 
card pi< ^cessing system, 

4. (Pr(:!^.riously Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A server-based system for processing auto-charges for one or more 
clubs, tiierchants or service-providers, comprising: 

a server adapted to interfece with user systems for receiving applications and enabling 
procesiiing of auto-charge transactions for credit accounts; 

\ monetary processor system for processing point of sale transactions subtnitted over 
an intcxchange; 

I dues processor system for processing auto-charges; 

I database containing information of a plurality of cardholders including information 
fiGsockt ng specific cardholders with specific clubs, merchants, or service prwiders, and 
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fiirthei: Jicluding information describing charges: to be proce&s^ed siucotnaticoUy for associated 
dubs» merchants or service-providers; 

the server based system initiating the auto-chatge transactions on behalf of the 
cardholders and the phirality of clubs, merchants, or service providers by accessing the 
associ^ition information &om the database, such that the plurality of clubs, merchants, or 
servic€!S providers do not have to submit a charge request for each transaction and the 
cardholder does not have to submit authorization for each transaction; 

the auto-charge transactions being processed for payments due by cardholders to 
clubs, jjierchants, or service providers in consideration for services or goods; 

the auto-chatge transactions being processed to result in funds being charged to the 
cardholicr's credit account and funds being credited to an account of a third party comprising 
one or i nore accounts of the clubs» merchants^ or service providers; and 

the database further storing infortnation of at least one partoer that is affiliated with 
the plutality of clubs, merchants, or service providers, 

6. (Oiijfinal) The system of claim 5, fiirther comprising a report processor system for 
general] ng reports of account activity. 

7. (Olij jiinal) The system of claim 5, further comprising a transaction processor for accessing 
said da.tibase to determine if a transaction request is to be authoriaed. 

8. (Prenously Amended) The system of claim 5, wherein said database further contains 
information identifying the at least one conunon parmer that is associated with the plurality of 
clubs, merchants or service-providers. 

9. (Oti[/inal) The system of claim 8, wherein said parmer is a btanch of the military, 
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10. (Chigioal) Thesystemofclmm8,wheremsaidpajtGerisaimive^^ 

1 1 . (Ch iginal) The system of claim 9> wherein said database contains information identifying 
one ot more installations or bases of said partner. 

12. (Piwviously Amended) The system of claim 9> wherein said database is a fully relational 
databaisii; allowing a cardholder to be transferred hom one installation or base to another 
installfition or base so that the cardholder can be associated with clubs» merchants^ and service 
provides rs available at the new installation or base baeed on the cardholder's associatioa with 
clubs, merchants^ or service providers at the old installation or base without having to enter all 
of die J! ew association information. 

13. (Pinrviously Amended) A scrvcr-bascd networked system for processing auto-charges for 
cardholders associated with a plurality of clubs> merchants or service-providers, comprising; 

a server for receiving applications^ processing point of sale transactions and processing 
auto-clmgcs for a plurality of clubs, merchants or service-providers associated with a plurality 
of credit accoimt cardholders, wherein the auto-chargcs comprise transaction requests initiated 
by the server, 

a credit card database accessible by the server which associates specific cardholders 
with spiidfic ones of the plurality of clubs, merchants, and service providers, and which 
include*, auto-charge payment information for associated clubs, merchants, and service 
providers; 

die server processing the auto-charges by accessing the association information from 
the creciit card database^ the auto-charges comp rising payments due by a cardholder to the 
associat-iid clubs, merchants, or service providers in consideration for services or goods, and 
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resiiltiii^ in funds being charged to die caxdholder's credit account and funds being ciedited to 
the ao::oiint of a third party comprising one ot more accounts of the dubs, merchants, or 
service, providers; 

a plurality of user systems for submitting applications; 

a network interfacing said server and said plurality of user systems; 

the server initiating the auto-charges such that the plwality of clubs, merchants or 
service- providers are not required to submit a payment recjuest for each auto-charge or the 
cardholders to submit payment authorization for each auto-charge; and 

the database further storing information of at least one partner that is affiliated with 
the pliu^ality of clubs, merchants, or service providers. 

14. (Odginal) *X*he system of claim 13, wherein at least one of said user systems is located at a 
military base. 

15. (C^tiginal) The system of claim 13, wherein at least one of said user systems is located at a 
univei'sity or college. 

16. (Pteviously Canceled) 

17. (F'teviously Amended) A computer-implemented method for providing a credit card 
system that processes auto-charges on behalf of cardholders and credits clubs, merchants or 
setvici-:' providers, comprising;. 

providing a credit card processing system having a database of cardholder account 

data; 

including in said database information of a plurality of clubs, merchants or service- 
provicU rs agreeing to auto-charging of dues or fees; 
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entering data including payment infonaaarion in said database for an applicant or 
cardkoldcr associating tbc applicant ot cardholder with a plurality of selected clubs, merchants 
or ser\'i.:e-providers which are to be issued funds automaticaDy without the one or more clubs, 
merchaats or service-providers submitting a payment request for each due or fee and without 
the caj:c,holder providing payment authorization for each due or fee; 

initiating the auto-charge transaction requests by accessing the association data in the 
databaii3; 

issuing the funds automatically by the credit card processing system imtiating the auto- 
charge transaction requests, the transaction requests being for payments due by the cardholder 
to the associated clubs, merchants, or service providers, in consideration for services or goods, 
the aui:o-charge transaction requests resulting in funds being charged to the cardholder's credit 
account and fimds being credited to an accoimt of a third party comprising one or more 
accounts of the clubs, merchants, or service providers; and 

including in said database information associating said plurality of clubs, merchants or 
service providers with at least one common partner. 

1 8. (Cm iginal) The method of claim 1 7, wherein said step of entering data includes entry of 
information describing at least one of the frequency and date of the funds to be issued. 

19. (Original The method of claim 18, wherein said step of entering data includes entry of 
informauon describing the amoimt of funds to be issued. 

20. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 18, further comprising die step of batch 
proccsti ing a plurality of transaction requests based on said data* 
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21. (Previously AmendetQ A computer-implemented method of automatically processing a 
series of transacdon requests based on information in a database for a plurality of cardholders 
which describes a plurality of clubs, merchants or service-providers to be paid automatically, 
compiinixjg: 

a credit card provider periodicaUy searching a database to identify a plurality of 
cardholders who are to be charged a fee or due by one or more clubs, merchants or service- 
provide rs without the one or more clubs, merchants or service-providers fiubnutdng a 
payment request for each fee or due and without the cardholders having to submit payment 
authori sations for each fee or due; 

the database including information that associates specific cardholders with specific 
ones oi the plurality of clubs, merchants, and service providers, and that further includes 
payment information; 

generating a batch of transaction requests based on said step of searching, wherein the 
transaction requests arc for payments due by cardholders to associated clubs, merchants, or 
servictj: providers in cotisideration for services or goods; 

submitting said batch to a transaction processor; and 

updating the accounts of said plurality of cardholders based on results reported by said 
transacdon processor, the batch resuldng in funds being charged to cardholders* credit 
accouji:s and fijnds being credited to one or more accounts of third pattie* comprising the 
clubs, merchants, and service providers; and 

wherein said plurality of clubs, merchants or service providers are associated with at 
least of-e common partner. 
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22. (Oitginal) Hie method of claim 21, further comprising the step of automatically 
trans fcxang funds to a dub, racichant ox scivicc-providcr based on said rcsxJts. 

23. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 21, wherein the database includes 
infonn.ation aeftociating a base or installation with specific ones of the plurality of clubs, 
merch:iiits, or service providers, and further comprising the step of automatically transferring 
funds Kc* the base or installarion associated with said plurality of clubs, merchants or service- 
providers. 

24. ((;)aginal) The method of claim 22, wherein said club» merchant or service-provider is 
located on a tnilitary base or installation. 

25. (Pjcrviously Presentee^ The method of claim 23, wherein at least one club, merchant or 
service-jprovider of said plurality of clubs, merchants or service-providers is located on a 
militarjr base or installation. 

26. (Currently Amended) The credit card processing system ioatfameot of claim 1. wherein 
said enxoded information includes accoxmt information, and further includes additional 
information which identifies one or more said plurality of clubs, merchants or service 
providt^rs for use as an admission pass. 

27. (Cu trendy Amended) The credit card processing syi^refT> ina tir ument of claim 1, wherein 
the catc provider comprises the card issuer, a bank, or combination thereof. 

28. (Pn viously Presented) The system of claim 5, wherein the auto-charges are not submitted 
through a credit card interchange. 
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29. (P.c^viously Presented) The credit card processing system at claim 1, wherein die 
automated charge ttansaction requests are submitted as on-us transactions which avoid an 
interclunnge, 

30. (T^tcvioualy Presented) The credit card processing system of claim 1 , wherein the card 
provicUr processes automatic charge transaction requests in batch transactions for a plurality 
of different cardholders and a plxurality of different clubs, merchants, or service providers, 

31. (r*icviously Presented) The system of ckim 8, wherein the server adapted to interface 
with user systems for receiving applications provides information identifying the specific 
pluraUt of clubs, merchants or service providers associated with a specific partner so that the 
cardholder or a cardholder applicant can select one or more of the clubs, merchants, or 
setvice providers for auto-charging in one sitting. 

32. (Pi:i jviously Presented) The method of claim 17, wherein the auto-charge transaction 
requeiils are submitted as on-us transactions which avoid an interchange. 

33. (Previously Presented) The system of daim 5, wherein the database of cardholder 
infoniiation is accessible by a card provider which issxies the credit cards, and is further 
accesiiiible by the partner or a base or installation of the partner such that the partner or base 
or insi-iUlation of the partner can make changes to the database for the cardholders 

associated with that partner. 

34. (l-'t o^oufily Pregented) The system of claim 13, wherein the database is accessible by a 
card j:rtiovider which issues the credit cards, and is further accessible by the partner or a 
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base ox installation of the partner such that the partner or base or inatalladon of the partner 
can miiJce changes to the database for the cardholders associated with that partner. 

35. (Pre vioufily Presented) The method of claim 17» wherein the database is accessible by a 
card pn^vider which issues the credit cards, and is further accessible by the partner or a 
base or installation of the partner such that the partner or base or installation of the partner 
can mi:Jie changes to the database for the cardholders associated with that partner. 

36. (Previously Presented) Tbemethodof claim 21, wherein the database is accessible by 
the oa\:d provider which issues the credit cards, and further comprising the step of the 
partner or a base or installation of the partner accessing the database to make changes for 
the canlholders associated with that partner or base or installation of the partner. 

37. (Pjeviously Presented) The server-based system ofclaim 5, wherein at least one of the 
monetary processor system and the dues processor system is adapted to process a 
transacdon submitted by a club, merchant, or service provider, that provides payment 
against the credit card balance of a particular cardholder. 

38. (Pj cviously Presented) The server-based system of claim 1 3. wherein the server is 
further adapted to process a transaction submitted by a club, merchant, or service provider, 
that pnivides payment against the credit card balance of a particular cardholder. 

39. (Previously Presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 17, further 
comprising the step of processing a transaction submitted by a club, merchant, or service 
provici!«:;r, that provides payment against the credit card balance of a particular cardholder. 



11 



PAGE 13117 * RCVD AT 1201/2004 4:44:11 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EF)(RF-2/fl ' DN1S:7469602 ' CSID:2027782201 * DURATION (inm-ss):04^2 



